264.              CRUSADE OF RICHARD LION-HEART
BUT  ARE  REPULSED ANEW  WITH   GREAT   LOSS
William des Barres, the doughty knight,
With his men launched a charge that won
The praise of each and every one 5
With courage undismayed they fell
Upon the hated infidel
So fiercely that I do not know
*
How many Turks their charge laid low                               6,600
Who never fought in battle more.
Richard, the king of England, bore
The charge, with his courageous band,
Mountainwards, where rose the land,
He rode Fauvel, his Cypriot steed
(There was no horse of such good breed
From here to Ypres) ; so mightily
He smote the loathsome enemy
That with bewilderment they viewed
His chivalry and fortitude.                                                 6,610
Our men fought well till they came through
Safely to where the standard flew,
And rallied each battalion.
Once more in order, they rode on
To Arsur, where they stopped and dressed
Their tents, and made ready to rest,
For 'twas the hour to repose.32
Some wished to plunder that night. Those
Betook them to the battlefield
To gather all that it would yield.                                         6,620
When they returned therefrom they said
That of the Saracens there dead
Were thirty-two emirs and lords,33
Whose corpses the foe afterwards
Sought out 3 and on the field had died
33 The Itmerarmm (p. 274) adds here the account of an attack by the Turks from
Arsur, which was repulsed by Richard with fifteen companions.
^Beha ed Din (p. 292) mentions Museh, the grand emir of the Kurds, Kaimaz el
Adeli, and Lighush.